
National Corvette Museum Report for December 2020   
Here we are in the last month of the year! I for one am looking forward to the bright lights of the Holiday 
Season that chase away the darkness as we head into winter.  I also look forward to turning the corner after 
December 21st as we slowly start seeing more daylight. Yay! Speaking of bright lights, it continues to be a good 
time to explore some of the bright & beautiful Corvette content on the internet, including that from our friends 
at the National Corvette Museum (NCM) like “Fully Vetted” which is a series geared towards Corvette 
enthusiasts of all ages, offering at-home educational and entertaining episodes on various aspects of Corvette. 
Season 1 of Fully Vetted featured ten video episodes while Season 2 has taken on a Podcast format. Episodes 
can be found at this link and are available to stream online for free! 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/fully-vetted/  There is also season II of Vettecadamy 
which is up to about Episode 10 by the time you read this.  It’s one of several educational series produced by 
the NCM and is geared towards school age kids, (and kids of all ages). Season II can be found here on 
YOUTube: https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Vettecademy+S2 
If you missed last year’s episodes there are 35 of them available for viewing here: 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/educational-programs/vettecademy/   They range in length from 3 
minutes to about 12 minutes and cover a wide variety of topics related to Corvette. Perfect for a quick viewing 
on a cold rainy day. Here Are some more bright spots brought to you from the NCM: 
 
Fink Fridays:  You may recall from a previous column my discussion of a special exhibit that opened at the 
NCM on January 31st, 2020. The NCM teamed up with Tom Peters, retired Director of Exterior Design for the 
8th Generation Stingray Corvette, to put together the exhibit: “Car-toon Creatures, Kustom Kars and Corvettes: 
The Art and Influence of Ed “Big Daddy” Roth. Back in the 1950s and ’60s, kids like me who liked cars bought 
various hot rod magazines along with t-shirts, models, stickers and toys from Roth Studios. They featured 
caricatures of cars with giant smoking slicks and fire coming out of the exhaust, with blown engines and 
cartoon monsters at the wheel. Tom would begin copying those drawings, and in the process, he learned about 
how to draw cars with personalities and attitudes – no wonder he ended up working on Corvettes! The monsters 
created by “Big Daddy” were just cool. The most notable one was Rat Fink, who serves as the mascot 
throughout this exhibit.   

 
Now we are a long way from Bowling Green, Kentucky where the NCM is located, so thankfully they just 
wrapped up a video series titled “Fink Fridays” and have made it available for all of us on YouTube. There are a 
dozen episodes in all (averaging about 3 mins each) featuring some of the cool cars, the creatures, and the 
people that surrounded “Big Daddy”. The last installment in the #FinkFriday series features Ilene Roth, the 



widow of Ed "Big Daddy" Roth. Ilene reflects on the impact her late husband had on Kustom Kulture. The 
exhibit featuring the Art and Influence of Ed 'Big Daddy' Roth has been extended through April 2021 at the 
National Corvette Museum. You can view the videos here: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=%23FinkFriday 
 
NCM Tips from the Pros: What to Know about the C8 Corvette: As most of you know, when a buyer 
purchases a new Corvette from a dealer, one of the options available is the R8C Museum Delivery Program. 
Some days the museum is delivering multiple new Corvettes to different customers.  As a result, the NCM 
Delivery Team trains new Corvette owners every day on the features and options of their new car.  You too can 
learn from the NCM pros! Whether you are a new C8 owner (and I know our club has several already) who 
would like to learn more about your new machine, or whether you’re just kicking the tires and interested in 
some features, here is a 22 minute video available on the NCM website giving you one-on-one time with one of 
the NCM pros. https://www.corvettemuseum.org/learn/about-corvette/corvette-specs/2020-corvette-specs/ 

 
 
Two more Corvettes donated to the Museum:  A Beautiful and special 1961 Honduras Maroon Corvette was 
donated to the museum in November by Lifetime Member, since 1991, Howard (Howie) Maxwell of Reading 
PA and Ocala FL. He is also a member of NCRS (National Corvette Restorers Society), which was a key 
organization in the founding of the NCM. Howie is not only a Corvette enthusiast, but also a judge for NCRS 
and Bloomington Gold. “I was actually in Bloomington looking for a ’67 big block car and happened to run 
across this 1961, and the original owner still had it,” shared Howie. “As a kid, like many others, I couldn’t 
afford any Corvettes. A friend of mine was a pharmacist and he had a 1961 from new, and I had the chance to 
drive it. That put a desire in me to someday own a ’61. So, when I saw this car and realized it was original and 
had only the one owner, it certainly intrigued me. Long story short, I bought it.” 
 
After purchasing the car, Howie worked to bring it back to typical factory specifications and began attending 
events that would certify its authenticity. “As mentioned before, to this day, the car has its original drivetrain 
and engine, all numbers matching, as well as all the correct date codes. The only exception is that the car got 
repainted early in its life (after being parked too close to a picket fence when they were spray painting the 
fence). Otherwise it could have been a Five Star Bow Tie car because of its originality.” 
Under Howie’s care, the car has received many NCRS Top Flight Awards, as well as passing a stringent 
Performance Verification Test before being awarded the Zora A. Duntov Award in 1991 at the California 
Annual Meeting of NCRS. “Mr. Duntov was there and presented the award. That was one of the highlights of 
my life as the majority of my family was there also.” The car received the NCRS Founders Award and 
Bloomington Gold Certification in 1995. Since those certifications, the car has been invited to be shown at the 
Concours of the Eastern United States, Hilton Head Island Concours and many others. 
 
After spending time on the show circuit, the vehicle was driven cross country on two separate occasions (from 
Pennsylvania to California, and Pennsylvania to Colorado). “I never considered this car a trailer queen and have 



several NCRS Sam Fultz Awards for driving the car the furthest distance to a meet, while still receiving a Top 
Flight Certificate!” 

   
Photos: Howie Maxwell rides in with, then presents the keys to his 1961 Corvette to Dr. Sean Preston, 
President and CEO of the National Corvette Museum. 
 
Derek Moore, Director of Collections and Curator for the Museum shared that one of his goals has been to 
acquire one of every year Corvette. “One of the big things our Museum is about is presenting Corvette history 
and telling the story of not only the generations, but the years Corvette has been produced and been a part of the 
Corvette lifestyle,” shared Derek. “To have a Lifetime Member, someone who has supported this institution 
from the very beginning be one of the people to step up and help us fulfill that mission and goal of having one 
of each model year of Corvette, and to do it with such an amazing car is huge.” 
“Nowadays, a lot of people are turning cars into restomods,” said Howie. “I was afraid if we sold it, somebody 
would just want the shell and would basically put a new car underneath it, giving them more conveniences, 
which is understandable. For me, I’m a history buff and I like the idea of preserving the history of something. If 
I donate it to the Museum, it’s pretty much going to stay in the shape it was in when it was built. This way I 
know it’s in a place where lots of people get to enjoy it, not just one person.” 
 
As for Howie, he will still be enjoying the Corvette hobby, including all the modern conveniences, this time in 
his Museum-delivered Zeus Bronze 2020 Corvette Stingray. 
Thank you to Howie Maxwell for his generosity, in helping to preserve the history of Corvette and for 
entrusting the NCM with his beautiful car! 
 
1970 Corvette Donated In Memory Of Vietnam Veterans On November 11, 2020 at 11am.  
“Between 1954 and 1975, around 2.7 million Americans served in the Vietnam War,” shared Derek Moore, 
Director of Collections / Curator at the National Corvette Museum. “Approximately 600,000 of those Vietnam 
War veterans are still alive today. Dr. Harry and Anne Rumzek approached us to donate their 1970 Monza Red 
Corvette in honor of Vietnam Veterans.” From 1959 to 1979 Major Harold Rumzek served in the United States 
Air Force. During his career he was assigned to B-52 bombers, including bombing missions in Vietnam. A 
highly decorated combat veteran, Harry’s career saw 158 combat missions, including being assigned to the crew 
on the world’s first supersonic Mach 2 Bomber. The list of Harry’s accomplishments in the Air Force go on, but 
it was his wish to recognize others with his donation. “November is Military Appreciation Month at the 
Museum, and the month in which we celebrate our veterans with our annual Vets ‘n Vettes event,” shared Dr. 
Sean Preston, President and CEO of the Museum. “We were delighted that Harry chose such a significant day to 
donate his car, and how he’s dedicated it to his brothers and sisters in arms.” “It’s an honor having my car 
here,” shared Harry. “I lost over 100 friends in the military – 55-60 in Vietnam. I’d rather have it here at the 
Museum honoring these guys.” 
 



 
 
There’s over 50 years of memories with this car – I bought it brand new,” shared Harry. “My first adventure, I 
went across Nevada, 399 miles in four hours from Wendover to Reno. There was no speed limit back then in 
Reno but I went through 10 towns there the speed limit through town was 25 mph, so I had to make sure I went 
from 125 back down to 25! While in Nevada Elvis was going to premier in Las Vegas – so I made a right turn 
and I watched him.” Harry is in the Museum’s Duntov and Spire Societies, a member of CowTown Vettes 
where he served as Texas Motor Speedway Coordinator and a Pit Security Worker for 13 years, a National 
Council of Corvette Clubs Life Member and was a charter member of the Wichita County Corvette Association 
where he served as NCCC Governor and Vice President. He currently also owns a 2012 Crystal Red Metallic 
Corvette Convertible. 
 
Current Corvette Raffles:  The Corvette raffles at the NCM are a major fundraiser that helps to keep the 
museum operating. All you need to do to enter a raffle for a chance to win one of these fabulous Corvettes is go 
to the NCM Raffle web page:  https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/ click on “download an Order Form” which 
will enable you to open or download and print the latest form. Just fill it out & send it in to the NCM with a 
Credit Card number, and they will purchase the tickets for you and enter it into the raffle drawing right there in 
Kentucky! Also please note, there is now an “Enter Interactive Mode” button you can use to print out a form 
that has your Credit Card number scrambled, if you are queasy about mailing your full credit card information. 
To use the Interactive mode, you must have a user ID and Log in to the NCM site. Either way, please jot down 
on the bottom of the form “Ticket sold by Kevin Wilson NCM Ambassador” so our club gets credit for the 
order. Also, please let me know if you send in an order (kevinwilson@q.com). Here is the current Raffle line-
up: 
 
 

 

2021 Arctic White Corvette Convertible  
Limited to 1500 Tickets 
Price: $200 
Drawing: December 3, 2020 2:00 PM Central 
 



 

2021 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 
Limited to 2000 Tickets 
Price: $100 
Drawing: December 17, 2020 2:00 PM Central 
HO, HO, HO! Here is the Christmas Red 
Corvette! 

 

2021 BYO Corvette or $65,000  
Limited to 1500 Tickets  
Price: $250 
Drawing: January 14th 2021 2:00 PM Central 

 

2021 Arctic White Corvette Coupe 
Unlimited Tickets  
Price: $20 
Drawing: April 24, 2021 2:00 PM  
These are the inexpensive tickets to buy 
and give out as Holiday Presents! 

  

Latest Winners: The 2021 Elkhart Lake Blue Corvette Coupe was won by Tim Flynn of Elk Mound, WI - 
with ticket #1208 drawn on 11/5/2020! All 1,500 available tickets sold at $150 each. 

Current National Corvette Museum Events: With the end of 2020 quickly approaching the NCM is working to 
balance the potential impacts of Covid 19 with the desire of Corvette Enthusiasts to safely get together to drive 
their vehicles and to celebrate the Marque in meaningful ways. They have just added some future activities 
which I’ve posted here. Here is the current schedule (small list) of events and adventures, both on the road 
(Museum in Motion events - MiM) and at the museum (NCM). Be sure to keep an eye on this space for 
upcoming trips to consider for your future vacation planning purposes. These events are popular and can fill up 
fast. You can check the NCM website for more details about them and sign up for them here: 
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/explore/events/  . These are the events currently posted by the museum:  
- MiM Plantation Tour 3/30 – 4/3/2021 New Orleans. (Registration open) 
- NCM Michelin Bash 4/22 – 4/25/2021 (Registration opens early 2021) 
- MiM Dragon Run by Michelin 4/25 – 4/28/2021 @ Biltmore Estate; NC (Registration opens early 2021) 
- MiM 9 Day Caribbean Cruise: 5/14 - 5/23/2021 (depart & return Fort Lauderdale FL) (Full – Wait List) 
 
Did you know:  



That the NCM Motorsports Park's west track will be transformed into a holiday wonderland of lights?  Wendy's 
Twinkle at the Track will be presented by U.S. Bank for the 2nd year in a row.  It is a drive through display 
featuring 25 scenes and 350+ displays totaling more than one million bright lights on a 2-mile stretch of 
racetrack. .If you happen to be in the area 'Twinkle' is the perfect opportunity for you, or your family to socially 
distance while having fun! 
  


